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Youth meets experience at Kent State poetry reading 
 

This year’s Celebration of Scholarship sponsored 
by Kent State University with the theme “Our 
Community, Our Health” featured a first—an 
Intergenerationl Poetry Reading with seniors and 
students. 

On February 12 in the Wick Poetry Corner of the 
Kent State Library, KSU lecturer Katherine Blackbird 
and Paula Hartman-Stein, Ph.D., instructor of 
“Creative Writing for Health and Healing” at Laurel 
Lake, co-taught the intergenerational session during 
Blackbird’s Poetry Writing II class for undergraduate 
students. Laurel Lake’s participation was funded by 
the Reinberger Foundation.  

Seniors and students alike read excerpts from original works on memorable moments, meaningful 
objects, moments of peace and serenity, and mind-body connections. The students were obviously 
moved, and shared their thoughts following the experience. 

“The collective wisdom of our older guests was presented in such an honest and straightforward 
style that spoke volumes about life and death,” wrote Gordon Thompson. “They offered life lessons 
that were simple but true.” 

“I felt as if the poet and the audience were always connected,” Andrew Fontanerosa shared. “As an 
audience, we cared about the words of the poet not because of the beautiful poetic qualities, but 
because the poets, particularly the older readers, were simply there to share their work.” 

“It was an amazing experience,” said Angelo Gargaro. “I felt honored to hear the stories of people 
who have been around so much longer than I, have seen so much more than I, and just have a truly 
different and special outlook on life. To me, it was a journey through time. I hope word gets to the 
writers that I thought they were fantastic!” 


